BOYHOOD   IN THE   EAST             37
of satisfaction pervaded the squadron at being
once more in the regular order and routine.
They began torpedo practice, and the midship-
men settled down to prepare for the usual half-
yearly examination. It is recorded with pride
that three of the " mids " all got their first-class
in seamanship, and that of the young blue-
jackets the larger portion were finally rated as
A.B.'s.
Palermo and Valencia were touched at, and
then the " Rock " uprose before the e}7es of the
homeward-bound. At this stage they heard
the news of the bombardment of Alexandria,
which seemed to bring the present vividly back
to them after so many weeks spent amongst
the historic fragments of the past.
By August 4 the Bacchante was nearly
home. The grey seas washed her sides, and
the land breeze spoke of English shores. Next
day the Osborne joined them with all the Royal
Family on board, and parents and sons were
once more united after long absence. The
voyage was over, the young Princes went with
the Prince and Princess of Wales to Osborne
House, Isle of Wight, where they were to
spend a well-earned holiday, and the Bacchante
was paid off at the end of August.
Prince George returned to his naval studies
in due course, though after this long cruise he